THE MIDDLE AGES
privileges those who were reluctant to share their charges.
Moreover the discretionary power vested in the town
authorities could be used to safeguard the community, and
there are notable examples on record of its exercise.
The old order changes.' For good or evil a new era was
unfolding in which a corporate society organized on a gild
basis slowly yielded place to an individualist society
organized on a capitalist basis.